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John 4:27-42. Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Today we continue our 

journey with this amazing Samaritan woman and of course the even more amazing Man from Galilee. In chapter 

three we heard of Jesus evangelising the Jewish insider- Nicodemus and now we rejoin the story of Jesus 

evangelising the Samaritan outsider- the Woman at the well. Please remember that the word `evangelise’ means 

to `announce the Good News’.  From the perspective of the Jewish world in which Jesus lived, this woman was an 

outsider because she was a woman, a Samaritan and we assume a person of loose morals. But we always need 

to be careful of assuming anything. But it was true this lady was at the well by herself at midday and she had had 

five husbands and she was not married to the man she was now living. But Jesus did not condemn her. Jesus of 

course loves all people and invites all people into a living and eternal relationship with him. And part of that 

relationship is the constant call to repent and to believe the Good News (Mark 1:15). To return to our story- 

because this story is OUR story- the disciples had gone into the nearby town to buy food and now they had 

returned to find two people at the well:   

Just then his disciples returned and were surprised to find him talking with a woman. But no one asked, 

“What do you want?” or why are you talking with her?” I find it interesting that while they had the thoughts 

and questions in thier hearts they did not come straight out and ask Jesus what on earth was he doing with this 

woman. 

It seems that the woman did not care what the disciples thought about her- all she wanted to do was to return to 

her village- to the people who had most likely ostracised her and announce the GOOD NEWS: Then, leaving her 

water jar, the woman went back to the town and said to the people, “Come, see a man who told be 

everything I ever did. Could this be the Christ?” They came out of the town and made thier way toward 

him. COME AND SEE! Where have we heard these words before? 1:39: Andrew to his brother Simon who 

became Peter and in 1:46: Philip to Nathanael. And of course it is the name of an old but good Sunday school 

resource: COME AND SEE JESUS- for yourself as you learn the Bible. Our lady from the well may well have in 

her anger and resentment left her fellow villagers in thier fears and sin but she wanted then to share the good 

news and the hope she had received from Jesus.  

But not our focus returns to Jacob’s well: Meanwhile his disciples urged him, “Rabbi, eat something.” Earlier 

we have heard: Jesus, tired as he was from the journey sat down by the well. Tired and drained from his ministry- 

from his work- he wanted some time alone to rest and to recover. And like Jesus, we all need time to rest, to 

recover and to enjoy some recreation. Remember that the word `recreation’ can also be understood as `re-

creation’. Divine Service is a time for God to RE-CREATE us through His word and blessings. Rabbi, eat 

something!  

But he said to them, “I have food to eat that you do not know.” Then his disciples said to each other, 

“Could someone have brought him food?” Like Nicodemus, like the lady at the well and like us we always 

think of the earthly material life that we live. So often our focus is not on the higher things.  

Colossians 3:2: Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is 

seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. 

But what is this food that Jesus speaks of and that which the disciples DO NOT KNOW? But before that answer I 

have a question- have you ever fasted? Years ago there was a popular movement called the 24 hour famine 

where people would willingly give up food for 24 hours and raise money for those in need. Or maybe you have 

had to fast in order to prepare for an operation. What happens when we fast? We get hungry- our stomach growls 

and we end up- if we fast long enough- weak. We obviously need food to survive- it is the source of our earthly 

lives. And in this place most often we can revel in the food we have- it is a sumptuous life we have in Bundaberg. 

But Jesus is not speaking about steak and mangoes and ice-cream and cucumbers.  

 “My food,” said Jesus “is to do the will of him who sent me and to finish his work. The food that will 

sustain and provide life to the Son of God is to do his Father’s will:  

Job 23:12: I have not departed from the commands of His lips; I have treasured the words of His mouth more than 

my daily bread. 



Matthew 4: If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to become bread. Jesus answered, “It is written: `Man 

does not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of the LORD’” (Duet 8:3: testing with 

Manna in the desert). 

Of course our Lord Jesus Christ needed physical food to sustain his physical body as we do but what also 

sustained him- what gave him life and meaning and hope even as he faced certain death in Jerusalem was the 

knowledge that he was doing his Father’s will. We receive life and meaning and hope as we go about our daily 

lives and the work that we do- whether paid to unpaid- but we can also receive great joy, peace and satisfaction 

as we do our Father’s will. And what is that? Ahh- so much to say but I encourage you to have a look at the end of 

Ecclesiastes and John 6:29. 

And as for Jesus finishing his Father’s will- John 19:30: When he had finished the drink, Jesus said, “IT IS 

FINISHED.” With that he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.”  

2 Timothy 4:7: I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.  

Do you not say, `Four months more and then the harvest?’ I tell you, open your eyes and look at the 

fields! They are ripe for the harvest. Even now the reaper draws his wages; even now he harvests the 

crops for eternal life, so that the sower and the reaper may be glad together. Thus the saying, `One sows 

and another reaps,’ is true. I sent you to reap what you have not worked for. Others have done the hard 

work, and you have reaped the benefits of their labour.”  

These words of our Lord Jesus Christ as recorded by St John come from two different time perspectives- the first 

time that they were uttered by Jesus at Jacob’s well and from the time of St John possibly about 60 years later but 

they speak of the same reality- the harvest is ready.  

Matthew 9:37: (Jesus) said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the 

harvest, therefore, to send out working into his harvest field.” 

Matthew 16:18: I tell you that you are Peter and upon this rock I will build my church. 

1 Cor 3:6: I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God made it grow. 

But today here in Australia the ground is hard and the harvest is small but we will not give up. We sow the seed 

(Matt 13) and let God grow His church. But there has been and there will be a harvest. Two thousand years ago 

the lady from the well went to her own people and proclaimed the good news:  

Many of the Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the woman’s testimony, “He told me 

everything I ever did.” So when the Samaritans came to him, they urged him to stay with them and he 

stayed two days. And because of his words many more became believers. They said to the woman, “We 

now no longer believe just because of what you said; now we have heard for ourselves and we know that 

this many really is the Saviour of the world.” 

Many of the Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the woman’s testimony. Ahh, we could 

have a discussion of the ordination of women but not today! This text reminds us that any person can lead another 

person to Christ. What a joy and what a privilege but how so hard. Christ brought me into his kingdom in 1991 and 

I really cannot say if I have personally led any one person to him. I have certainly been used by God to 

encourage, comfort and challenge many Christians but as for naming one person who has come from outside into 

the Kingdom of God- I can’t. But maybe the work I have started will be finished by someone else. But this story of 

the lady at the well is even more wonderful because as we already heard God used her to bring others to His Son. 

And so they came and then they spent two days with him. He REMAINED with them and we hope that they 

REMAINED with him when he left. While they had some faith and understanding because of the lady’s testimony 

thier great confession was made after they had personally spent time with Jesus. Many of us were baptised as 

infants and while it was true that we were brought into the Kingdom of God there and then we were still in one 

sense under our parent’s faith. But God does not have any grandchildren and so HE gives us the opportunity to 

know Him and to grow in our understanding of our desperate need for Him and of His incredible love for us- 

through His Son Jesus Christ.  

We too now know Jesus- the man from Nazareth as the SAVIOUR OF THE WORLD. Amen.  


