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ARE YOU READY? Revelation 1:4-8. Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the 

Lord Jesus Christ. Are you ready for the end of this world? Are you ready for your own death? 

Two thousand years ago John was given a vision- a vision of what had happened, what was 

happening and of what was to come. He was given this vision to strengthen the wavering faith 

of the early Christian Church. Their faith was wavering because: 

1. Persecution was becoming more dire. 

2. It seemed that Jesus might not be coming back. 

3. Fellow Christians were returning to the ways of the world. 

4. It seemed that God was not all powerful after all.  

Are these the reasons for the decline in the Church today? Maybe we could add boredom and 

wealth? 

To encourage and warn and comfort the Church in all places and during all ages God has 

given us a vision which has been written down:  

John, to the seven churches in the province of Asia. John is possibly the beloved disciple who 

wrote the Gospel of John and the three little letters and of course Revelation. Church tradition 

believes that he took Mary- the mother of our Lord- and they both lived out their lives in 

Ephesus. But at one stage John was exiled on the island of Patmos some 80 kms SW of 

Ephesus. We later hear of the seven churches in Western modern day Turkey- but the number 

SEVEN– one of the `perfect’ numbers in the Bible could also mean all the churches of all time. 

Grace and peace to you from: The same apostolic greeting that Paul uses in his letters. 

GRACE- underserved love- the essential message of the Gospel. And PEACE- SHALOM- 

which means a whole lot more than the absence of war. And when we hear these words from 

God’s servants- including pastors- they are not words of hope- they are words of POWER- 

they give us what they say: GOD’S GRACE and PEACE WITH GOD.  

Him who is, and Who was and Who is to come. The Eternal God- our Father.  

And from the Seven Spirits before His throne. Again- SEVEN- a number of perfection. The 

Church has always understood these words to refer to the HOLY SPIRIT. 

And from Jesus Christ: who is the faithful witness, the Firstborn from the dead                                

And the Ruler of the kings of the earth. Three declarations of who Jesus Christ is.  

Remember that REVELATION was and is given to the Church- to you and to me- to strengthen 

our faith and call us to NOT GIVE UP! 

And in these words we hear Trinitarian theology- the revelation that the One God is also Three 

Persons. God who relates within His very being and Who desires to relate with grace and love 

to all of His creation- including you and me.  

 

 

To him (Jesus Christ) who loves us. And who has freed us from sins by his blood. 



The proclamation again of the essential message of the Gospel- that all human beings are 

sinners estranged from God and born in bondage to sin and Satan and to the fear of death. But 

now through the terrible events of Easter we have been freed. Freed to serve God, freed to be 

loved by Him, freed to love Him and freed love one another.  

Through the waters of Holy Baptism, we have been born again and we have become what 

Israel of old had forfeited: And who has made us to be a kingdom and priests- so that we can 

serve his God and Father. To Him be glory and power- for ever and ever. AMEN. 

To those Christians who are wavering in their faith. To those Christians who do not see regular 

worship as essential. To those Christians who refuse to forgive those who have betrayed them. 

To those Christians who refuse to repent.  

God says: Behold, he is coming with the clouds. And every eye will see him. Even those who 

pierced him. And all the peoples of the earth will mourn because of him. So shall it be. AMEN. 

Who is coming? Jesus Christ- the Crucified One. 

The revelation continues: I AM the ALPHA and the OMEGA says the Lord God. Who is and 

Who was and Who is to come. The ALMIGHTY- THE RULER OF THE UNIVERSE. Caesar is 

not all powerful. The governments of today are not all powerful. Human beings- are certainly 

no tall powerful. The best medication and the best science cannot save us. There is only One 

who can save us.   

I began by asking ARE YOU READY FOR THE RETURN OF THE SON OF MAN? ARE YOU 

READY FOR YOUR OWN DEATH?  

If not, why not? If it is because you don’t think you are good enough, then hear once again the 

message of the Church: Romans 3:10: There is no one who is righteous, not even one…All 

have turned away…there is no one who does good, not even one. BUT: All have sinned and 

fall short of the glory of God and are justified freely by His grace that came through the 

redemption that came by Christ Jesus.  

If you are ready for the return of Christ or for you own death- why? I hope and pray that is the 

very same words we have just heard.  

We can look into our own hearts and be dismayed. We can look at the world around us and be 

overwhelmed. We can look at our families and our children and feel sorrow. OR we can look to 

Jesus Christ- the Author and Perfector of our faith and receive faith, hope and love. Knowing 

that He will never leave us nor forsake us because He loves us. Amen.  


