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John 1:1-18. Grace and peace to you from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. We pray: 

Lord Holy Spirit, please lead us into all truth, wisdom and understanding. Amen.  

Today we are beginning a journey with God- through His word as recorded in the Gospel 

according to John. John’s message is summed up in the words from 20:30, 31: Jesus did many 

other miraculous sings in the presence of his disciples which are not recorded in this book. 

But these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and 

that by believing you may have life in his name.  

This is what the whole Bible is about, it is what the whole of Creation is about: LIFE. Real life, full 

life, true life filled with love and light and lived in the presence of God- Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

Adam and Eve had corrupted that LIFE. The descendants of Noah had likewise corrupted that 

LIFE. And so did the descendants of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  

This journey with John will take a long time- well over a year- but it will be worth it as the Spirit of 

Jesus leads us into wisdom, understanding, hope and eternal life.  

We begin at the beginning: The LOGOS is God: In the beginning was the Word and the Word 

was with God and the Word was God. He was with God in the beginning.  

Surely when we hear the beginning of John’s Gospel we also hear the very first words of the Bible: 

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. John knew what he was writing and so 

did all the Jewish people. But why does John use the term LOGOS? He could be referring to two 

things: 

A Greek philosophical term LOGOS which is from Stoicism an ancient Greek school of philosophy 

founded at Athens by Zeno of Citium. The school taught that virtue, the highest good, is based on 

knowledge; the wise live in harmony with the divine Reason (also identified with Fate and 

Providence) that governs nature, and are indifferent to the vicissitudes of fortune and to pleasure 

and pain. LOGOS is the impersonal and non-divine reality that connects all things. It was a 

philosophy well known in the Greco-Roman world. John is proclaiming Jesus is the LOGOS who 

hold all things together in him (Col 1:15-20). 

How do we know each other? Primarily by speaking and listening. The words we speak reveal 

who we are. Words are powerful and creative. God created all that exists by speaking it into being. 

Jesus is the LOGOS, the eternal Word of God.  

The LOGOS is CREATOR: Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made 

that has been made. However, when we read the beginning of the Bible we hear that it is GOD 

who made all things. We might also remember that the Spirit of God was involved in creation: The 

Spirit of God was hovering over the waters. But now John claims that the LOGOS was also 

involved in creation.  

The LOGOS creates and sustains life. In him was life, and that life was the light of all men 

(people). The light shines in the darkness but the darkness has not understood/overcome it. 

 Life was always understood as coming from God: Gen 2:7: The LORD God formed the man from 

the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life and the man became a living 

being. John now declares that Jesus but now Jesus is being confessed as the life giver.  



The LOGOS is also the LIGHT of the world. But again the OT proclaims the LORD is the light. 

See Ex 13:21; Ps 27:1; Ps 119: 105. 

The LOGOS shines in the DARKNESS. Because of sin the world is in bondage to sin, Satan, 

death and darkness. See Matt 4:6; Eph 5:8, 6:12. 

But even as we have been brought into the LIGHT we still have our dark days- depression, guilt, 

loss, and suffering. We need to return to the LIGHT again and again. The darkness cannot prevail 

against the Light of Jesus. See Matthew 16:18. 

John the Baptist is not the LIGHT; he came only to bear witness to the LIGHT. There came a 

man who was sent from God; his name was John. He came as a witness to testify concerning the 

light, so that through him all people might believe. He himself was not the light; he came only as a 

witness to the light. The true light that gives light to all people was coming into the world. John the 

Baptist had his own disciples and for a while in the early church it seemed that his followers clung 

to his teaching instead of clinging to Jesus- we will hear more of this a little later but this word 

about John the Baptist reminds us that in the BIG PICTURE of God there are wonderful and varied 

stories of individual human beings, who life John are called to bear witness to Jesus Christ and 

certainly not to ourselves.   

The LOGOS was rejected by the world and by the Israelites. He was in the world, and though 

the world was made through him, the world did not recognise him. He came to that which was his 

own, but his own did not receive him.  

But not all rejected him. Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he  gave 

the right to become children of God- children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision, 

or a husband’s will, but born of God.  

The LOGOS became a human being. The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. 

We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace 

and truth. (Philippians 2) 

Yet He was still the ETERNAL LOGOS. John testifies concerning him. He cries out, saying, “This 

was he of whom I said, `He who comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me.’ “  

The LOGOS is Jesus Christ: From the fullness of his grace we have all received grace upon 

grace. For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.  

The people of the Old Covenant were chosen and redeemed by the LORD/YAHWEH/JEHOVAH 

to be His people. He had promised Himself to them and He had made them holy. To ensure their 

holiness God had given them His Law and the atoning sacrifices. But both the Law and the 

Sacrifices failed. The people rejected both and in doing so they rejected God. But God did not give 

up on them and so the Eternal Son of God became one of us- to pay the ultimate price for our 

sinful nature and our sins- death on the Cross.  

Jesus Christ is the REVEALER. No one has ever seen God, but God the One and Only who is at 

the Father’s side has made Him known.  

In these few short words we hear that Jesus Christ is the LOGOS, He is GOD, CREATOR of all 

things, He is the LIFE of the world, He is the LIGHT of the world, He has OVERCOME the 

darkness, he is fully HUMAN, He has fulfilled the role of the TEMPLE, He brings GRACE and 

TRUTH and He had REVEALED GOD as FATHER. 



Remember the overall message of the Gospel of John: Jesus did many other miraculous sings 

in the presence of his disciples which are not recorded in this book. But these are written 

so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you 

may have life in his name.  

Life- now and forever! The Lord has risen! He has risen indeed! Amen.  

 


