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ANZAC DAY. Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. A few years ago I 

was the pastor for the Bundaberg ANZAC day morning service. We met near the ANZAC swimming pool at 

5am and marched to the memorial. I was in the leading party. It struck me as a little ironic in that I am a 

Lutheran pastor and form many that means Lutheran means German. Behind me was the pipe band which of 

course is Scottish. And some of my ancestors are English. The English and the Scots have fought many 

times against each other and of course together they have fought the German people. In more recent times 

Alicia has discovered that I have Scottish, English and German in my background. And of course in WW I 

King George of England, Tsar Nicholas II of Russia and Kaiser Wilhelm II of Germany were first cousins. 

Their grandmother was Queen Victoria. And yet they and their respective nations went to war against each 

other. And again thirty years later. Why? And why are they still wars despite all the effort that the nations of 

the world have sought to avoid? We know the reason don’t we? But before we are reminded of the why let us 

consider how the world has tried to end all wars.  

EDUCATION. One hope was that if all people were simply better educated then we would know how to live at 

peace with one another. Still today, we believe this. Education and knowledge are the keys to a better 

humanity.  

WEALTH SHARING. Another hope is that if we can end poverty and the inequality that abounds then again 

peace will ensue. Many Australians are demanding that the Government continue with Job keeper and 

Jobseeker to reduce the real and shocking gap between those who are rich and those who are poor. 

TOLERANCE. We are told that the opposite of toleration is intolerance which leads to condemnation and 

violence. We are told that the truth is whatever we decide it to be. And if we do not accept and endorse other 

points of views then we are labelled bigots.  

CULTURAL/POLITICAL CHANGE. Communism in part arose out of the gulf between the rich who were 

ruling and the poor who were being ruled. Change society and create a better world. We know where that 

ended up don’t we. But still there are many who passionately believe that the only way to end war is to 

completely change our society. 

UNITED NATIONS and the HUMAN RIGHTS movement are other avenues in which humanity has sought to 

better itself. All these things have their place and many are admirable and worthwhile but there are still wars. 

Why?  

Genesis 3 and 4 tell us of Adam and Eve turning away from God. And their actions lead to violence and 

death amongst their two sons- Cain killed is brother Abel out of jealousy.         I WANT WHAT YOU HAVE! 

GIVE IT TO ME!  

Romans 3 tragically proclaims: There is no one who is righteous, not even one; there is no one who 

understands, no one who seeks God. All have turned away; they have together become 

worthless/corrupt…There is no fear of God before their eyes.  

CA: II: It is also taught among us that since the fall of Adam all people who are born according to the course 

of nature are conceived and born in sin. That is, all people are full of evil lust and inclinations from their 

mother's wombs and unable by nature to have true fear of God and true faith in God.  SIN-SIMPLE, PURE 

AND PROFOUND -IT IS SIN THAT BRINGS WAR. AND WHEREVER THERE IS SIN THERE IS SATAN. 

And despite our very best intentions there is nothing that we can do to bring an end to war. Mark 13:3-8: As 

Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple, Peter, James, John and Andrew asked him 

privately, ‘Tell us, when will these things happen? And what will be the sign that they are all about to be 

fulfilled?’ Jesus said to them: ‘Watch out that no one deceives you. Many will come in my name, claiming, “I 

am he,” and will deceive many. When you hear of wars and rumours of wars, do not be alarmed. Such things 

must happen, but the end is still to come. Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There 

will be earthquakes in various places, and famines. These are the beginning of birth-pains. 

BUT WE DO NOT GIVE UP. 



We continue to seek knowledge, wisdom, fairness, understanding and love. And we trust in God and His 

promises. 700 years before Jesus walked on earth Israel was in turmoil- war and bloodshed as a result of 

their rejection of God and His ways. But while they had given up on God He had not given up on them:  

Promise: Micah 4:1-4.  In the last days the mountain of the Lord’s temple will be established     as the 

highest of the mountains; it will be exalted above the hills, and peoples will stream to it. Many nations will 

come and say, ‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the temple of the God of Jacob. He will 

teach us his ways, so that we may walk in his paths.’ The law will go out from Zion, the word of the Lord from 

Jerusalem. He will judge between many peoples and will settle disputes for strong nations far and wide. They 

will beat their swords into ploughshares and their spears into pruning hooks. Nation will not take up sword 

against nation, nor will they train for war any more. 

Everyone will sit under their own vine and under their own fig-tree, and no one will make them afraid, for the 

Lord Almighty has spoken. 

60 years after Jesus ascended to the right hand of God his Father he said this: Revelation 21:3-5: And I 

heard a loud voice from the throne saying, ‘Look! God’s dwelling-place is now among the people, and he will 

dwell with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. “He will wipe 

every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death” or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of 

things has passed away.’ He who was seated on the throne said, ‘I am making everything new!’ Then he 

said, ‘Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.’ 

FOR US TODAY. Today we remember. We remember men and women who gave their lives for peace, 

prosperity and freedom. We remember men and women who right now throughout the world are risking their 

lives for the same reason. Three weeks ago we remembered and proclaimed the One who gave his life for 

ALL. Jesus Christ the Good Shepherd who laid down his life for his sheep. He made the ultimate sacrifice- 

ONCE FOR ALL. So we continue to work for peace in our world, in our country, in our church and in our 

families. How do we do this? Read, pray and live 1 Corinthians 13: Love is patient, live is kind. It does not 

envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no 

record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. Love always protects, always trusts, 

always hopes and always perseveres.  

And in our own difficult times we pray Psalm 46.  

God is our refuge and strength, 

    an ever-present help in trouble. 

Therefore we will not fear, though the earth give way 

    and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea, 

though its waters roar and foam 

    and the mountains quake with their surging. 

There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 

    the holy place where the Most High dwells. 

God is within her, she will not fall; 

    God will help her at break of day. 

Nations are in uproar, kingdoms fall; 

    he lifts his voice, the earth melts. 

The Lord Almighty is with us; 

    the God of Jacob is our fortress. 

Come and see what the Lord has done, 

    the desolations he has brought on the earth. 

He makes wars cease 

    to the ends of the earth. 

He breaks the bow and shatters the spear; 

    he burns the shields with fire. 

He says, ‘Be still, and know that I am God; 

    I will be exalted among the nations, 

    I will be exalted in the earth.’ 

The Lord Almighty is with us; 

    the God of Jacob is our fortress.   Amen. 


