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JOB.  Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Many years ago a British 

comedy group were very popular- Monty Python. In one of their movies they had this line: “We come from 

nothing, we are going back to nothing-In the end what have we lost? Nothing!” Is that what life is about? Let us 

pray. Amen. 

The words from Monty Python were not original, in fact, there are similar words in God’s word: 

Ecclesiastes 1:5-7: Meaningless! Meaningless! Says the Teacher. Utterly meaningless! Everything is 

meaningless.  

Ecc 5:15: Naked a man comes from his mother’s womb, and as he comes, so he departs. He takes nothing 

from his labour that he can carry in his hand.  

1 Timothy 6:7: Godliness with contentment is great gain. For we brought nothing into the word and we can take 

nothing out of it.  

Last week I preached on idolatry. I did not use that word but that is what I was condemning. To the rich young 

man who had done his very best to live according to the Ten Commandments, Jesus said: “Go sell everything 

you have and give it to the poor and then follow me. Then you will have treasure in heaven. This, the rich young 

man could not do. It was not just about the money. It is what wealth represents. I grew up in a time when people 

who were unemployed were called `dole bludgers’. Such people were often condemned, ridiculed and mocked. 

I grew up in a time- is it any different today? - when we are expected to do our best, to work hard, to be careful 

with our money and to succeed. Failure is not tolerated. And so we work hard. But it is not just about the money 

is it? Working hard gives us meaning in our lives. Being successful makes us feel good about ourselves. We all 

want to be honoured and respected and admired and accepted and loved. And here within lies the danger. We 

can be so focussed on our own wants and desires and working hard to achieve them that we ether ignore God 

or simply give lip service to him.  

But then the dark days come. What do we do then? 

The PATIENCE of Job? I don’t think so. Rather it is the FAITH of Job that is highlighted in his well-known story. 

He had it all- health, wealth, family, honour and also a righteous man- a man in a right and proper relationship 

with God. And then God sent calamity upon him. Yes, it was Satan who afflicted Job but it was God who sent 

Satan to test him.  

I don’t know how many times I have said that God is not NICE! God is HOLY and God is LOVE but He is not 

NICE. And even when we think of that word- LOVE- our understanding of its meaning has been corrupted by 

our sinful nature. We have made up our own understanding of what love means which is very different from 

God’s revelation.  

In last weeks’ Australian Newspaper there was an article about two church going men who had gotten married. 

The new bishop asked them to separate. He said to: We seek to introduce people to Jesus and help them home 

to heaven. God’s design for marriage is between a man and a woman…. It has become a very controversial 

issue dividing the congregation. One of its members said: Can the church just get out of people’s bedrooms? If 

people are loving and caring, what goes on in their private lives is none of anyone else’s business…The 

Christian teaching is about loving and giving and caring- not condemning.   

Listen to Jesus: Out of men’s hearts come evil thoughts, murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false 

testimony, slander…The time has come. The Kingdom of God is near. Repent and believe the good news…The 

Son of Man did not come to be served but to give his life as a ransom for many…Unless you are born again of 

water and the Spirit no one can enter the Kingdom of God…Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but 

whoever rejects the Son will not see life for God’s wrath remains on him.  

God is LOVE. Read 1 Corinthians 13 to hear a revelation of God’s love. And look at the Crucifix to see another 

revelation of God’s love. God is LOVE and God is HOLY and God is TRUTH. Sin must be dealt with. The 

wages of sin is death and that is why the Son of God became one of us to die so that we might live forever. 

LOVE and TRUTH go together. Eph 4:15: Speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into him who 

is the Head, that is, Christ.  



We need to hear this word, to receive it, to believe it and to trust in it. Because if we think that God is NICE, if 

we think the Christian faith is all about love- then what happens when the dark days come?  

Returning to Job. He had it all but then it was just about all taken away from him. What did Job do?  

He tore his robe and shaved his head. Then he fell to the ground in worship and said, “Naked I came from my 

mother’s womb and naked I will depart. The LORD gave and the LORD has taken away. Blessed be the name 

of the LORD.  

Wow!  

But his suffering, his testing, his temptation did not stop there. Now he was afflicted with painful sores from the 

soles of his feet to the top of his head. And what did Job do now? He took a piece of broken pottery and 

scrapped himself with it as he saw among the ashes. His wife said to him, “Are you still holding on to your 

integrity- or better- are still holding on to the promises of God? - Curse God and die!” He replied, “You are 

talking like a foolish woman. Shall we not accept good from God and not evil/trouble/suffering?  

Again, WOW! 

But Job’s story continues. His friends come and try to give an answer to Job’s suffering. He rejects all their 

answers. He complains about his unjust suffering. He curses the day he was born. He wishes that there was 

someone to arbitrate between God and himself.  He wants someone to remove God’s rod from him (Job 9:33). 

And he demands that God come and give him answer for all his suffering.   

And God came! Out of a mighty storm and demanded: Who is this that darkens my counsel with words without 

knowledge? Brace yourself like a man; I will question you, and you shall answer me. Where were you when I 

laid the foundation of the earth? Would you discredit my justice? Would you condemn me to justify yourself?  

Tough words indeed! And how did Job respond? Surely I spoke of things I did not understand, things too 

wonderful for me…My ears had heard of you but now my eyes have seen you. Therefore, I despise myself and 

repent in dust and ashes.  

See also Psalm 131; Isaiah 55:8,9; Romans 11:33. 

Job’s story does not just end there however. The LORD made the latter part of Job’s life more than the first. 

14,000 sheep, 6000 camels, 2000 oxen, 1000 donkeys, 7 sons, 3 daughters and he lived a 140 years.  

What about us? Returning to Job. He said/demanded/requested: If only there was someone to arbitrate 

between me and God, to lay his hand upon us both, someone to remove God’s rod from me. 

There was someone because later in Job 19:25 we hear Job prophetically saying: I know that my Redeemer 

lives, and that in the end he will stand upon the earth. And after my skin has been destroyed, yet in my flesh I 

will see God.  

And the Redeemer is also the Great High Priest and also the Sacrifice: Hebrews 4, 8, 10.  

Pain and suffering will come our way. Grief and sorrow are part of every human being’s reality. We will be 

tested by God and we will be tempted by Satan. But we will never be abandoned by God (Joshua 1; Matthew 

28:20; John 14:18). He promises to give us the faith and strength to stand firm in our faith in Jesus Christ (1 Cor 

10:13). And when we fail He is always ready to forgive us (Luke 23:34). 

We began with these words: “We come from nothing, we are going back to nothing-In the end what have we 

lost? Nothing!” NOT GOOD ENOUGH! 

Ecclesiastes 1:5-7: Meaningless! Meaningless! Says the Teacher. Utterly meaningless! Everything is 

meaningless. Ecc 5:15: Naked a man comes from his mother’s womb, and as he comes, so he departs. He 

takes nothing from his labour that he can carry in his hand. NOT GOOD ENOUGH! (But see the end of 

Ecclesiastes)  

1 Timothy 6:7: Godliness with contentment is great gain. For we brought nothing into the word and we can take 

nothing out of it. BETTER BUT STILL NOT QUITE THERE!  

We came into the world as sinners born into bondage to sin, the devil and the fear of death. We go out of this 

world as the adopted, chosen, beloved children of God. And we go into a New Heaven and New Earth- living 

forever in a glorified body in the light and love of God, the angels, the heavenly beings and all those, who like 

us, have believed that Jesus Christ died and rose from the grave for us because he loves us. Amen.  


