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Ps 26. Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Earlier we heard Ps 26. Do you remember what we heard and said? If you do what 

did you think of? Let us pray.  

JUDGE ME O LORD. The psalmist seems very sure of his or hers standing before 

God: Vindicate me O YAHWEH. For I have led a blameless life. I have trusted in 

YAHWEH without wavering. Examine me YAHWEH and try me. Examine my heart 

and my mind. For your love is ever before me. And I walk continually in your truth.  

Could you pray those words?  

SEPERATION? What about these words: I do not sit with deceitful men? Nor do I 

abide with hypocrites. I abhor (hate) the assembly of evildoers. And I refuse to sit 

with wicked men.  

The First Commandment, Sabbath keeping, Circumcision, Dietary Laws and the 

command not to marry foreign women (Ex 34:16; Josh 23:12) were designed to keep 

God’s holy people – holy. Remember one understanding of the word holy- to be set 

apart for service to God. God is holy and He declared Israel to be His holy people 

and He gave them his word so that they might stay in the state of holiness. But 

knowing the deep depravity that was in the hearts of all people, including Israel, God 

gave them the sacrificial rituals so that their sins might be atoned for and they would 

remain holy. So it seems that the people of God are called to stay away from 

sinners.  

JESUS. But what about the way our Lord Jesus Christ and the life he lived on earth? 

Matt 9:11: As Jesus went on from there, eh saw a man named Matthew sitting at the 

tax collector’s booth. “Follow me” he told him, and Matthew got up and followed him. 

While Jesus was having dinner at Matthew’s house, many tax collectors and sinners 

came and ate with him and his disciples. When the Pharisees saw this, they asked 

his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?” On 

hearing this, Jesus said, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. But go 

and learn what this means: `I desire mercy not sacrifice’ (Hosea 6:6) For I have not 

came to call the righteous but sinners.   

Luke 15:2: I tell you that in the same way there will be more rejoicing in heaven over 

one sinner who repeats than over ninety-nine persons who do not repent.  

Luke 19:10: For the Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost.  

John 17:15: My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you would 

protect them from the evil one. They are not of the world even as I am not of it. 

Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth. As you sent me into the world; I have 

sent them into the world.  

So when we hear Ps 26:  

 

 



I do not sit with deceitful men. Nor do I abide with hypocrites. I abhor (hate) the 

assembly of evildoers. And I refuse to sit with wicked men, we hear it as not a call to 

be separate from the world and all those who are not Christians- how on earth could 

we! - but rather that we are called to be salt and yeast in their lives, to listen, to 

share, to love and live with them but not to join in with their ungodly activities. It is not 

easy and we might be called hypocrites or wowsers or worse but that is our calling-  

to live in the world but not to become a part of the world.  

PRAISING AND PROCLAIMING. Returning to our psalm: I wash my hands in 

innocence. And I go around your altar YAHWEH proclaiming aloud your praise with 

thanksgiving and telling of all your wonderful deeds. I love the house where you live 

YAHWEH the place where your glory dwells. This is what we are doing right now- 

coming to the house of God, to His altar to praise Him, to pray to Him and to receive 

from Him. And in many and various ways we can do this in our daily lives.  

DOUBT? So the psalmist is asking God to judge him on the basis of his good life but 

even in his confidence there seems to be a note of uncertainty and even fear: Do not 

take away my soul along with sinners, my life with bloodthirsty men. In whose hands 

are wicked schemes, who right hands are full of bribes. But I walk in integrity (I lead 

a blameless life). Redeem and be merciful to me. My feet stand on level ground; in 

the great assembly I will praise the LORD.  

OUR JUDGEMENT. Last week I preached on REWARDS and PUNISHMENT. I 

referred to a book that said that on our last day we will be judged by God. The 

psalmist seems to be confident that God will reward him on the basis of his good 

works and his faith. But there was still this cry: Redeem me and be merciful to me 

O’ LORD! 

Are you ready for Judgement Day? Are you ready for the return of the King of kings 

and the Lord of lords? Are you ready today? 

Today, this day is JUDGEMENT DAY. Hear now, right now God speaking to you! 

And your answer itself will be your judgement. On the basis of the question that God 

is about to ask you- you will either spend eternity in hell or you will spend eternity in 

heaven: John 11: I AM the Resurrection and the Life. He who believes in me will live, 

even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. Do you 

believe this?  

Amen.  

 

 

 

 


