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REMEMBERING. Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. This 

week on Thursday we will remember the British, Canadian, South African, and ANZAC tradition 

which includes a one at the eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh month (11:00 am, 11 

November), because that marks the time (in the United Kingdom) when the armistice – the end of 

WW I -became effective. The so called `war to end all wars’. Last Sunday many people celebrated 

Halloween which has become a corrupted church festival. Halloween is based on a Church festival 

which remembered those Christians who had died for the faith. Today, for many, it is a time when 

we remember those who have died during the previous year. We don’t pray to them. Rather we 

thank God for them. And we hear the promises of God that all those who have died in Christ are 

raised in glory to live with Him forever.  

This teaching is one of our core beliefs- that on the Last Day our bodies will be raised from the 

dead and re-united with our souls to live forever in the new creation. But since the beginning of the 

Church there have been those who have denied the resurrection. In a very early Christian 

congregation- in Corinth- there were such people. And to them the Apostle Paul wrote letters 

which, among other things, confirmed the teaching that they had received.  

Before the reading we have already heard this morning Paul had written: How can some of you say 

that there is no resurrection. If there is no resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ has been 

raised. And if Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith. More than 

that, we are then found to be false witnesses about God, for we have testified about God that He 

raised Christ from the dead. But if the dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised either. 

And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins. If only for this life we 

have hope in Christ, we are to be pitied more than all men.  

It seems that come of the Corinthian Christians were denying the resurrection because they had 

already received and were expressing tremendous spiritual gifts for God. These included: special 

knowledge, profound wisdom, gifts of healing, miraculous powers, prophecy, speaking in tongues, 

interpretations of such tongues and so forth. So great were these spiritual blessings it seems that 

they had no need or desire for anything else.  

That does not seem to be a problem for most Christians today though. Our biggest challenge to our 

Christian faith is not spiritual blessings but material blessings. Even in the midst of a pandemic it 

seems that Australia is awash with money. Real estate, home builders, Harvey Norman and Dan 

Murphy are almost unable to satisfy the demand for their goods and services.  

Returning to Corinth, let us hear again the reality if there is no resurrection of the dead:  

If there is no resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ has been raised.  

And if Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith.  

More than that, we are then found to be false witnesses about God, for we have testified about God 

that He raised Christ from the dead.  

But if the dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised either.  

And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins.  

If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are to be pitied more than all men.  

These last two statements almost summarise the Christian faith:  

And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins. The Christian church 

has one great message which is hard to hear: ALL PEOPLE ARE BORN IN BONDAGE TO SIN, 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anzac_Day


TO THE FEAR OF DEATH AND TO SATAN. And as such we all come under the holy and 

righteous wrath of God. And that is why most of us know the words of John 3:16. The Eternal Son 

of God become one of us to atone for our sins- to pay to price- to reconcile us to his Father- to 

forgive us and to give us his love, his light and his life.   

If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are to be pitied more than all men. A few months ago 

I asked the question: WOLD YOU STILL BE A CHRISTIAN IF THERE WAS NO AFTER LIFE? I 

thought about that a lot. I came to the conclusion that I would. Because I clearly remember my life 

before Jesus Christ brought me into his family. And while I have had many challenges and some 

difficulties- my Christian life so far has been pretty good. But it wasn’t that way for Paul and for 

many Christians still today. Paul himself was beaten, flogged, rejected, ridiculed, imprisoned, 

stoned, shipwrecked- all because he proclaimed that there is only ONE GOD AND ONE SAVIOUR- 

JESUS CHRIST. But he did not give up because he knew it was all worth it: Romans 8:18: I 

consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the gory that will be revealed in 

us. 

So Paul wrote: For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our 

sins according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according 

to the Scriptures. So just as Christ was raised- so too will all of us be raised- bodily. 

So then another question came: With what kind of body will (we be raised with)? And I guess many 

of us have also wondered the same question. 

Firstly, we acknowledge the goodness of God’s creation. God created all that exists and the time 

will come when He will re-create everything. This creation will be once again – GOOD.   

As for our new bodies? Paul contrasts our old bodies with our resurrected bodies: perishable to 

imperishable, dishonour to glory, weakness to power, natural to spiritual. We were born in the 

likeness of Adam and we will be resurrected in the likeness of Jesus Christ.  

This is our future as it was the future of all those who  have died in Christ. Revelation 7:9: After this 

I looked and there before me was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, 

tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and in front of the Lamb. They were wearing 

white robes and where holding palm branches in their hands and they cried out in our loud voice: 

“Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne and to the Lamb” And who are these people? 

These are those who have come out of the great tribulation, they have washed their robes and 

made them white in the blood of the Lamb.  In other words, Christians- who have been born again 

water and the Spirit through of Holy Baptism and who have been kept clean as they received the 

very Body and Blood of Christ in Holy Communion. Amen.  

 

 

 


