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Mark 10. Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. In our Gospel 

reading we heard this: As Jesus started on his way, a man ran up to him and fell on his knees 

before him. “Good teacher,” he asked, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?”? Is that a question that 

you have asked? Is this a question that is asked today by those outside of the Church? Let us 

pray… 

A young man, a rich young man had obviously heard about Jesus. Despite his wealth it seems that 

he was unsure if he was right with God. Maybe he had earthly inheritance but was unsure about any 

heavenly inheritance and so he came to Jesus. And fell on his knees and asked a fundamental 

human question: “Good teacher,” he asked, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?”? 

Jesus gave a very surprising answer: “Why do you call me good?” Jesus answered. “No one is 

good- except God alone”. Of course, Jesus being the Son of God is good but maybe he is reminding 

the rich young man and us of the ultimate definition of `good’. A few years ago there was a popular 

book: WHY DO BAD THINGS HAPPEN TO GOOD PEOPLE. Who is good? Only God.  

 When asked a similar question in the Gospel of John, Jesus answered: The work of God is this- to 

believe in the one He has sent (John 6:29). But here Jesus points to the Ten Commandments: “You 

know the commandments: `Do not murder, do not commit adultery, do not steal, do not give false 

testimony, do not defraud, honour your father and mother.” Seemingly Jesus is saying that if you 

obey the will of God and keep His commandments then heaven is open.  

The rich young man replied: “Teacher,” he declared, “all these I have kept since I was a boy.” Jesus 

looked at him and loved him. Many people today believe that if there is a life after death then they 

will be okay because they have basically lived good lives. As did the young man. But Jesus, being 

the Son of God could see clearly into the heart and what he saw caused him grief and sorrow. Love 

moved Jesus to reveal to the man what was most important to him- and it was not God.  

“One thing you lack,” he said, “Go, sell everything you have and give it to the poor, and you will have 

treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.” At this the man’s face fell. He went away sad, because 

he had great wealth. 

To Peter, James, John, Matthew, Mary and Martha Jesus said much the same thing: Leave behind 

your old way of living and come and follow me. When any person is baptised Jesus says: cast off 

sin, put off selfishness, give up greed and come and follow me. It was not the wealth that the young 

man had, rather it was the fact that his wealth had become more important than God.  

Remember the words Jesus spoke to this young fellow? You know the commandments: `Do not 

murder, do not commit adultery, do not steal, do not give false testimony, do not defraud, honour 

your father and mother.” These commandments are from the Second Table- those that deal with our 

relationships with each other. But the problem with the young man was not these but rather the First 

Commandment: I AM the LORD your God who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. 

You shall have not others gods before me. 

And as Martin Luther writes: A god is that to which we look for all good and in which we find refuge 

in times of need.  

I am double vaccinated against COVID. I did it for one main reason- so that I could play a small part 

in Australia reaching the 70/89/90%rate that governments determine will allow us to live with COVID 

19. As we all know, the vaccine will not prevent us from getting COVID and it will not stop us from 

passing it on but right now that seems to be the only hope we have. We will still get COVID and 

people will die from it and many others will suffer long term effects. But then maybe the reality will 

sink in- we cannot save ourselves from death. Maybe then, we will return to God. 



Our reading this morning speaks of the huge temptation to trust in other things besides God, 

including material wealth. The Bible is full of stories that warn against the love of money at the 

expense of our relationship with God and with others: 

1 Tim 6:10: The love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people eager for money have 

wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.  

Matthew 6:24: You cannot serve both God and Mammon.  

Jesus knew the rich young man had made an idol of his wealth and he could not give it away. Jesus 

showed him this but the young man just could not do it so he walked away. He walked away from 

life and light and joy and continued on his path to darkness, fear and death. The more we rely on 

such things like science and wealth the more afraid we are of losing it.  

Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How hard it is for the rich to enter the kingdom of 

God”. The disciples were amazed at his words. But again Jesus said, “Children, how hard it is to 

enter the kingdom of God. It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich 

man to enter the kingdom of God. The disciples were even more amazed, and said to each other, 

“Who then can be saved?” In that time at that place the disciples like many others believed that 

material wealth came from God and a sign of His pleasure. But now Jesus was challenging their 

long held belief- if the rich man –apparently blessed by God could not be saved- then who could?  

Jesus looked at them and said, “With man this is impossible, but not with God; all things are 

possible with God.” We cannot save ourselves. Love of money, gossiping, unforgivness, rage, 

greed, sexual immorality- all these are only symptoms of a far deeper and more profound problem. 

We are born with a nature against God, we are born captive to sin, the fear of death and to Satan. 

And that is why Jesus said: No one can enter the Kingdom of God unless he is born again of water 

and the Spirit. What man cannot do God did. Through His One and Only Son Jesus Christ God 

gives salvation through His Word, through the Spirit and through Baptism. 

But Peter still does not get it:  He said to Jesus, “We have left everything to follow you!”. Inferring 

that even after leaving everything it seems that salvation is still not assured. And deep down, many 

of us still do not get it. We still focus on what we think we need to do to earn salvation instead of 

focussing on what God has done for us on the Cross.  

Jesus answered, “I tell you the truth, no one who has left home or brothers or sisters or mother or 

father or children or fields for me and the gospel will fail to receive a hundred times as much in this 

present age- homes, brothers, sisters, mothers, children and fields and with them persecution and in 

the age to come, eternal life. Rewards? Or blessings? Or simply the results of being a child of God? 

Many have been called to leave all that they have known to follow God and it has cost them.  

Abraham and Sarah. The early Christians: Hebrews 10:34: You sympathise with those in prison and 

joyfully accepted the confiscation of your property because you yourself knew that you had better 

and last possessions.  

All of us are challenged by God to put aside anything or anyone who is between us and Hi.  But it is 

worth is. We receive great blessing here on earth AND PERSECUTION but then there is the 

ultimate blessing- ETERNAL LIFE with God- the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit and all 

those who have simply trusted in Jesus Christ as their Lord and Saviour. Amen.  


