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John 11:1-44   Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. In John 9 we heard the 
wonderful story of Jesus healing a man born blind. And we heard Jesus proclaim I AM LIGHT OF THE WORLD. In 
John 10 we heard Jesus proclaim I AM THE GATE FOR THE SHEEP and I AM THE GOOD SHEPHERD. The Good 
Shepherd who laid down his life for you and me. And now in John 11 we hear another proclamation by Jesus. And 
maybe the key proclamation of his entire ministry. Before we consider this well-known story I have a question for you: 
WOULD YOU STILL FOLLOW JESUS CHRIST IF THERE WAS NO RESSURECTION?  
 
A few weeks ago I had a line at the end of the sermon: Jesus gives enough of himself to create faith and Jesus hides 
just enough of himself to make faith essential. O in some way or another Jesus had revealed enough of himself for 
you to be here today. But we still live my faith and not by sight. That is God’s will. But again I ask you- have you 
experienced enough of Jesus to make you want to follow him even if there is no resurrection. A silly question really 
because the resurrection is the basis of our faith. Read 1 Corinthians 15 to hear: If only for this life we have hope in 
Christ, we are to be pitied more than all men.  
 
To John: Now a man named Lazarus was ill. Lazarus means `God has helped’. 
 
He was from Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. (This Mary, whose brother Lazarus now lay ill, was 
the same one who poured perfume on the Lord and wiped his feet with her hair.) In Luke 10 we hear of Mary and 
Martha who opened up their home to Jesus and his disciples. Mary sat at the feet of Jesus while Martha busied 
herself in the kitchen. Martha was not happy!  

 
So the sisters sent word to Jesus, ‘Lord, the one you love is ill.’ The inference is that they wanted Jesus to come and 
heal their brother.  
 
When he heard this, Jesus said, ‘This illness will not end in death. No, it is for God’s glory so that God’s Son may be 
glorified through it.’ Jesus cold have gone straight away and healed Lazarus but he did not. He allowed Lazarus to die. 
He allowed Martha and Mary to endure the terrible suffering and grief of watching their beloved brother die. God 
allows you to be tempted by the devil and to be tested by Him. Why? Here, as in the story of the man born blind, we 
are told: it is for God’s glory so that God’s Son may be glorified through it.’ (John 9: this happened so that the works of 
God might be displayed in his life). Of course God is love but never forget that His love is not what we often expect. 
God is not a nice God but He is God.   
 

Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. So when he heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed where he was 
two more days, and then he said to his disciples, ‘Let us go back to Judea.’ ‘But Rabbi,’ they said, ‘a short while ago 
the Jews there tried to stone you, and yet you are going back?’ Jesus waited until Lazarus was really dead and buried. 
Jewish tradition held that a person’s soul lingered for three days around the deceased but left after four days. Now the 
earthly body of Lazarus was decaying- he was truly y dead.  
Jesus answered, ‘Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Anyone who walks in the day-time will not stumble, for they 
see by this world’s light.  It is when a person walks at night that they stumble, for they have no light.’  
A somewhat strange interlude but surely we are to be reminded of Jesus confessing that he is the LIGHT OF THE 
WORLD and that he has called us out of the darkness and into his marvellous light (Eph 5:8). 
 
 After he had said this, he went on to tell them, ‘Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep; but I am going there to wake him 
up.’  His disciples replied, ‘Lord, if he sleeps, he will get better.’ Jesus had been speaking of his death, but his disciples 
thought he meant natural sleep.  So then he told them plainly, ‘Lazarus is dead, and for your sake I am glad I was not 
there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.’ The disciples like all followers of Christ were still longing for proof 
that Jesus was who he claimed to be- surely if they witnessed a raising of a dead person then they would finally 
believe.  
 
 Then Thomas (also known as Didymus) said to the rest of the disciples, ‘Let us also go, that we may die with him.’ 
The disciples knew what was going to happen if Jesus returned to Jerusalem. The Jewish leaders had already twice 
sought to stone him to death. But Thomas- who we know as `doubting Thomas’, it seems, did not care- he did not care 
if he too had to die. He was ready. At least he thought he was. But like so many followers of Jesus when the time to 
stand up and be counted- he failed. But not completely. Near the end of John’s Gospel, we will hear a marvellous 
confession by Thomas.  
 
 On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days.  
 Now Bethany was less than two miles from Jerusalem, and many Jews had come to Martha and Mary to comfort 
them in the loss of their brother.  When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went out to meet him, but Mary 
stayed at home. 
 
As we heard earlier it seems that Mary and Martha are contrasting figures. And maybe we are called to consider how 
attitude to Jesus. In Luke’s gospel Martha was too busy with the things of this world to listen to Jesus.  



What about you? While Mary was hungry to feed on the words that Jesus spoke. Again- what about you- are you 
hungry to hear the word of God? But now it seems that the roles are reversed. In the midst of pain, suffering and grief 
Martha, having heard that Jesus had come, took her pain and grief and questions to Jesus. But Mary stayed home- it 
seems that she had given up on Jesus because it seemed to her that Jesus had given up on her. Again – what do you 
do when you think God has abandoned you? 
 
` ‘Lord,’ Martha said to Jesus, ‘if you had been here, my brother would not have died. But I know that even now God 
will give you whatever you ask.’ In the midst of her grief, faith still clung. What was Mary hoping for? A miracle? An 
answer? A new hope? What do you want Jesus to do for you today?  
 
 Jesus said to her, ‘Your brother will rise again.’  Martha answered, ‘I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the 
last day.’ The prophets spoke of the LAST DAY (Daniel 12) when God would come and bring an end to pain and 
suffering we cause one another and on that last day the faithful people of God would be raised up- to live with God 
forever. Martha had this hope. But if was for tomorrow not today.  
 
 Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live, even though they die; and 
whoever lives by believing in me will never die. Do you believe this?’ There will be a LAST DAY but TODAY IS THE 
DAY OF SALVATION: Hebrews 4:7: Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts. For those who do not 
know Jesus Christ, today can be the first day of the rest of your life. Today can be the day of your salvation. Today is 
the day when Jesus can take away all your sin and give you eternal life. Today!  
 
And the ultimate question of human existence: I AM the resurrection and Life…Do you believe this? 
 
 ‘Yes, Lord,’ she replied, ‘I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, who is to come into the world.’ And upon 
this confession Jesus will build his church (Matthew 16:16).  
 
 After she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary aside. ‘The Teacher is here,’ she said, ‘and is asking 
for you.’ 29 When Mary heard this, she got up quickly and went to him. Mary may have thought that Jesus had 
forgotten her but never. Jesus does not forget any person. Jesus wants all people to be saved. Jesus forgets sin but 
he never forgets people. Martha, in her joy, had gone back to Mary and told her that Jesus wanted her. And now Mary 
comes. If you ever think that God has abandoned you, read this story and hear Martha saying to you: Jesus is asking 
for you.  
 
Now Jesus had not yet entered the village, but was still at the place where Martha had met him.  When the Jews who 
had been with Mary in the house, comforting her, noticed how quickly she got up and went out, they followed her, 
supposing she was going to the tomb to mourn there. When Mary reached the place where Jesus was and saw him, 
she fell at his feet and said, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.’ When Jesus saw her 
weeping, and the Jews who had come along with her also weeping, he was deeply moved in spirit and 
troubled. ‘Where have you laid him?’ he asked. ‘Come and see, Lord,’ they replied. Jesus wept.  
 

 Then the Jews said, ‘See how he loved him!’ But some of them said, ‘Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind 
man have kept this man from dying?’ Acceptance and rejection. Belief and unbelief. Separation. Whenever Jesus 
comes there are those who receive him and those who reject him.  
 

Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb. It was a cave with a stone laid across the entrance.  ‘Take away 
the stone,’ he said. Jesus commanded that the stone be lifted up and cast aside. Jesus commands our burdens to be 
lifted up and cast aside every time he says: YOUR SINS ARE FORGIVNEN. GO IN PEACE.  
 
‘But, Lord,’ said Martha, the sister of the dead man, ‘by this time there is a bad odour, for he has been there four 
days.’  Then Jesus said, ‘Did I not tell you that if you believe, you will see the glory of God?’ Dead and buried but the 
Word of God is Lord even over death.  
So they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said, ‘Father, I thank you that you have heard me.  I knew 
that you always hear me, but I said this for the benefit of the people standing here, that they may believe that you sent 
me.’ When he fed the 5000 Jesus looked up, gave thanks and five loaves and two fish fed the multitude. Just before 
his arrest Jesus looked up to pray to his Father in heaven (John 17:1) 
 

When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, come out!’ The dead man came out, his hands and feet 
wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth round his face. Jesus said to them, ‘Take off the grave clothes and let him go.’ 
This story is your story. When you were baptised you were baptised into Jesus death. We died in Christ. And then we 
were raised in Christ to everlasting life (Romans 6). Our grave clothes- our sinful nature- was taken off and we were 
given new clothes- robes of righteousness- washed clean in the blood of the Lamb. (Revelation 3:4; 6:11; 7:13).  
 
I began by asking the question: would you still follow Jesus if you knew that there was no resurrection. I hope it made 
you all think! But we don’t need to answer that question because there is a resurrection- of the living and dead. And for 
those of us who simply and profoundly believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God-we will be raised to 
live eternally with Him in heaven. Forever and ever.  Amen.  


