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Luke 21:25-36. (Teacher, his disciples asked, “When will these things happen and what will be the 

sign that they are about to take place?” Jesus replied): “There will be signs in the sun, moon and 

stars. One the earth, nations will be in anguish and perplexity at the roaring and tossing of the sea. 

Men will faint from terror, apprehensive of what is coming on the world, for the heavenly bodies will 

be shaken. At that time, they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. 

When these things happen, stand up and lift up your heads because your redemption draws 

near…. I tell you the truth, this generation will certainly not pass away until all these things have 

happened. Heaven and earth will pass away but my words will never ever pass away. Be careful, 

or your hearts will be weighed down with debauchery, drunkenness and the anxieties of life and 

that day will come upon you unexpectedly like a trap. For it will come upon all those who live on the 

face of the whole earth. Be always on the watch, and pray that you may be able to escape all that 

is about to happen and that you may be able to stand before the Son of Man. 

Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. And may the Spirit of God 

fill you with His presence today. ADVENT- four weeks to prepare for the birth of the Eternal Son of 

God. Are you ready for Christmas! Are you ready for the return of the Son of Man? Are you ready 

to live forever in Paradise? 

Jesus had spoken of Herod’s mighty Temple being no more. Some of his disciples asked him when 

this was going to happen. And for the last 2000 years Christians have being wondering the same 

thing- when is the End and what are you signs? 

We have been and we are living in the End Times now. The New Age in constantly breaking into 

the Old Age every day. The Kingdom of God is constantly breaking down the gates of hell (Matt 

16:18). Every time a person is baptised the Kingdom of Light is breaking through into the reign of 

darkness. Every time a Christian repents the Kingdom of Grace is conquering the reign of sin, fear, 

grief, guilt and shame. Every time we receive the Body and Blood of Christ the reign of Satan is 

diminished. The first recorded words of Jesus in the Gospel according to Mark are: The time is 

now! The Kingdom of God is here. Repent and believe the Good News. Since the time of Adam 

and Eve and Cain and Abel there has been war, famine, earthquakes, fires, floods, plagues, greed, 

sin and death. But since the time of the Birth of Christ God’s kingdom comes with grace, mercy and 

love.  

We are in the last days- now. So what do we do?  

When these things happen, stand up and lift up your heads because your redemption draws 

near. In the face of calamity Jesus calls us to lift up our heads because he promises to come to us 

as our Redeemer. Not to judge us but to place a crown upon our heads. 2 Tim 4:8: the crown of 

righteousness.  James 1:12: the crown of life. 1 Peter 5:4: The crown of glory.   

I tell you the truth, this generation will certainly not pass away until all these things have 

happened. Heaven and earth will pass away but my words will never ever pass away. `This 

generation’ surely refers to the generation of men and women tainted by Adam’s sin.  

And we will be born and live in sin until the End comes. But we who have received grace and 

mercy from God our Father, although we will die we will be raised to live forever in love and light. 

And while this world which is so old will one cease, the words of Jesus Christ will never cease 

because they are the words of God.  

 



Be careful, or your hearts will be weighed down with gluttony, drunkenness and the 

anxieties of life and that day will come upon you unexpectedly like a trap. We live in such a 

rich place. Temptations are everywhere. It always amuses me when I see a muffin or doughnut 

shop next door to a gym. I know what it is like- you have a hard workout and then you want to 

reward yourself! And so we end up on the same old treadmill- eating, drinking, exercising and then 

doing it all again. And our course it is not just eating and drinking it is also the worries we have. 

And usually the more we have the more we have to lose.  

So what can we do? Be always on the watch, and pray that you may be able to escape all that 

is about to happen and that you may be able to stand before the Son of Man. Be alert to our 

temptations. Be quick to forgive. Share with those in need. Visit the lonely. Support the work of the 

Church. And of course PRAY. And when the Son of Man returns we will be able to stand before 

him. 

Stand before him? I am reminded of Philippians 2: Therefore, God exalted him to the highest place 

and gave him the name that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should 

bow in heaven and on earth and under the earth and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is 

Lord, to the glory of God the Father.  

And I am reminded of the prophet Daniel: In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was 

One like a Son of Man, coming with the clouds of heaven. He approached the Ancient of Days and 

was led into His presence. HE was given authority, glory and sovereign power; all peoples, nations 

and people of every language worshipped him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion that will not 

pass away, and his kingdom is one that will never be destroyed.  

And when He comes- we are called to stand up to greet Him because He is the One who loved us 

so much He gave us life so that we might live with Him forever. To God be the glory great things 

He has done- so loved He the world that He gave us His Son. Amen. 


