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John 4:15-26. Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. WHO DO WE 

WORSHIP? WHERE DO WE WORSHIP? HOW DO WE WORSHIP? 

There are those who say that there is only one God but there are many paths to this one god. It is like a 

mountain top with many paths up to it- it does not matter which path you follow so long as you get there. 

And how do you get to the top? By hard work, perseverance and maybe good luck.  

Then there are those that say that again it does not matter what, if any religion you follow, so long as you 

live a good life and do your best and then with Jesus’ help you can get to heaven. You might remember a 

game where you have balls and a table with a barrier at the end. You have to roll the balls down the table 

and get them to go through a door in the barrier to earn points. Some people say that those doors could be 

Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism, Mormonism or whatever but behind the barrier is Jesus Christ. But the Gospel 

of John gives a very different answer.  

Last week we began our story of the Samaritan Woman at the Well. While it was a real historical event it 

also foreshadowed the love of God that first went to the Jewish people- as exemplified by Nicodemus- but 

then is extended to all people- regardless of race, gender, morality or status. Jesus had asked the woman 

for a drink. She had come in the middle of the day without friends. But Jesus befriended her. There followed 

a discussion about H2O and the WATER of LIFE. At this stage in the conversation the woman was only 

interested in access to earthly water and so: The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water so that I 

won’t get thirsty and have to keep coming here to draw water.”  

In response Jesus asked a very strange question. He told her, “Go, call your husband and come back.” 

“I have no husband,” she replied. Jesus said to her, “You are right when you say you have no 

husband. The fact is, you have had five husbands, and the man you now have is not your husband.” 

Jesus asked this question because he already knew the answer. This woman had not led a God pleasing 

life. We might wonder why she had had five husbands- whenever there is divorce or any broken relationship 

there is always sin- on both sides. That is why all of us need God’s love and forgiveness all of the time.  But 

Jesus in asking this question was giving the woman the opportunity to own up- to confess her guilt and 

shame- so that Jesus could announce forgiveness and free her. It reminds me of God in the Garden of 

Eden when He said: “(Adam) where are you?”  

But the woman refused the opportunity to repent; instead she attempted to change the topic:  “Sir,” the 

woman replied, “I can see that you are a prophet. Our fathers worshipped on this mountain, but you 

Jews claim that the place where we must worship is in Jerusalem.”  

WHO DO WE WORSHIP? WHERE DO WE WORSHIP? HOW DO WE WORSHIP? 

WHO? Exodus 20: I AM the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. You 

shall have no other gods before me.  

WHERE? Ex 25:5. To Moses God said: “Have them make a sanctuary for me, and I will dwell among them. 

Make this tabernacle and all its furnishings exactly like the pattern I will show you.  

Ex 39:32. So all the work on the tabernacle, the Tent of Meeting, was completed. The Israelites did 

everything just as the LORD commanded Moses.  

1 Chron 28:11, 12. Then David gave his son Solomon the plans for the (Temple).  

HOW: The LORD had given Moses the pattern for the building of the Tabernacle (and later the pattern for 

the Temple to David), the LORD God also gave instructions for worship and the blessings to come from the 

right worship of the right (and only) God.  



To dwell: Exodus 25:8. Then have them make a sanctuary for me and I will dwell among them. (Ex 29:35, 

36; 1 Kings 6:13).  

To meet: Ex 25:22. There, above the cover between the two cherubim that are over the ark of the 

Testimony, I will meet with you and give you all my commands for the Israelites. 

To receive thier sacrifices: Ex 29:42, 43. For the generations to come this burnt offering is to be regularly 

at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting before the LORD. There I will meet you and speak to you; there also I 

will meet with the Israelites, and the place will be consecrated by my glory (Leviticus 1:1-27:34). 

The Tabernacle and later the Temple in Jerusalem was the ONLY place where: 

1. God promised to be accessible to His people. 

2. Where the sacrifices could be made. 

3. Where He would meet with His people to bless them and to forgive them. 

But the Samaritans had their own temple on Mt Gerazim and denied the essential centrality of worship in 

the Jerusalem Temple.  

In response Jesus said: Jesus declared, “Believe me, woman, a time is coming when you will worship 

the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. You Samaritans worship what you do not 

know; we worship what we do know, for salvation is from the Jews. Yet a time is coming and has 

now come when the true worshippers will worship the Father in Spirit and it Truth, for they are the 

kind of worshippers the Father seeks. God is spirit and his worshippers must worship in Spirit and 

in Truth.  

Earlier in John 2 Jesus had already confessed God as FATHER: How dare you turn my Father’s house into 

a market. Now he is telling the Samaritan Woman that she and all people- both Jews and Gentiles are to 

worship the LORD GOD ALMIGHTY- YAHWEH/JEHOVAH as FATHER. And when Jesus says that we are 

to worship the Father in Spirit and in Truth surely he is referring to the Holy Spirit and to Himself: John 14: I 

am the Way, the Truth and the Life. 

And again, as we heard in John 1:14: The Word became flesh and TABERNACLED among us and John 

2:19: Destroy this Temple and I will raise it again in three days Jesus has replaced the Temple.  

1. We have access to God the Father through Jesus the Son (Heb 4:14-16). 

2. Jesus is the perfect sacrifice (Heb 9:28; 10:10). 

3. Jesus is the Great High Priest (Heb 4:14). 

4. It is in Jesus Christ, True God and True Man, where and only where God and man can meet in 

peace (John 14:6; Acts 4:12). 

To return to the Samaritan Woman who is well along her journey of discovery and of faith: The woman 

said, “I know that the Messiah- called the Christ- is coming. When he comes, he will explain 

everything.” She is still trying to avoid Jesus and his claim upon her life by ignoring his invitation to drink 

from him, ignoring his call for repentance and now she is ignoring his call to worship him. She is looking for 

someone else; she is waiting for the Messiah 

Then Jesus declared, “I AM He- the one speaking to you.” The English translation missed the emphatic 

claim of Jesus in these words- he says I AM. And later in John’s Gospel we will hear Jesus state this 

extraordinary claim again and again. I AM. In doing so Jesus is claiming to be GOD: Exodus 3:14: God said 

to Moses:  I AM WHO I AM. 

The Woman at the Well is not there yet but we are. We have already made the good confession when we 

confessed our sins and when we confessed our faith in the Creeds. And this week we will again be given 

the opportunities by God to confess our faith in Jesus Christ again and again. Let us ever be ready to share 

the reason for the hope that we have in Jesus Christ- our Lord and Saviour. Amen.  


