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Hebrews 7. Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore 

(Jesus) is able to save completely those who come to God through him because he always lives to 

intercede for them. Let us pray.  The letter to the Hebrews was most probably written before 70 AD. 

So about 30 years after the death and resurrection and ascension of Jesus Christ, Christians were 

already starting to fall away. In 10:24 we hear: Let us consider how we may spur one another on 

toward love and good deeds. Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, 

but let us encourage one another- and all the more as you see the Day approaching.  

As we hear in another part of God’s word- Ecclesiastes (1:8) - written about 3000 years ago: What 

has been will be again, what has been done will be done again; there is nothing new under the sun.  

The Church has always struggled to grow. Christians have always found it difficult to follow Jesus. 

Always the Church sees many of its members fall away.  

Last Sunday we had Jodie Brooks and Rachel Schilling from GROW ministries spend time with us. 

We considered how we could have intergenerational ministry. We considered whether or not to have 

two services each Sunday. We considered whether we should employ a church worker and what we 

would want that person to do. We want to grow. We want our children and grandchildren 

worshipping. We want our school community to be a part of our church community. The last thing 

we want is for anyone to fall away.  

And that is why the letter to the Hebrews was written- to encourage Christians to stay strong with 

Christ and to warn them of the terrible consequences of turning away from Jesus Christ.  

So can we gain wisdom to help us in our present time to help us grow? What does the writer of 

`Hebrews’ do? 

He proclaims that JESUS IS GOD WITH US AND FOR US: The Son is the radiance of God’s glory 

and the exact representation of His being, sustaining all things by his powerful word. (1:3). We 

confess this truth every time we confess the Creeds. If you want to know God- you have to know 

Jesus Christ. And if you want to know Jesus Christ then you have to know his word and receive the 

Spirit of God. If you want to know what God thinks of you then read/hear what Jesus says to you 

through his written word. 

JESUS IS SUPERIOR TO ANGELS. (1:4) Angels are heavenly beings created and sent by God to 

bring His message. There are also the so called `guardian angels’: Matthew 18:10: See that you do 

not look down on any of these little ones. For I tell you that their angels in heaven always see the 

face of my Father in heaven. But we are not to worship them. We are not to look to them for 

forgiveness, love, acceptance, meaning or salvation. And neither are we to trust in anything else 

apart from Jesus for our eternal future.  

JESUS CHIRST IS FULLY HUMAN (1:14). Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared 

in his humanity so that by his death he might destroy him who holds the power of death- that is- the 

devil. It is human beings who sinned and separated themselves from God and the penalty for sin is 

death. No amount of animal sacrifices could atone for the sins of you and me. We could and we 

would not do it so God became Man to do it for us- to become the LAMB OF GOD who takes away 

the sin of the world. And because Jesus lived a fully human life, being tempted in every way just as 

we are- yet without sin- he shares our pain, our grief and our sorrow- he knows what we are going 

through. No other so called `gods’ have ever done this.  

JESUS CHRIST IS GREATER THAN MOSES. For us Moses in probably just another OT hero who 

lived a very long time ago. But for the early Christians- most of whom had been brought up in the 

Jewish faith- Moses was the great PROPHET and LAW GIVER.  



The Jewish people believed that if they could keep the LAW then heaven was theirs. In other words, 

they were trusting in their own good works. Think about your life- think about all that you have done- 

is the ledger square? Have you done enough to enter into Heaven?  

JESUS IS OUR SABBATH REST. The Jewish people longed for rest in their own homes, in their 

own land, in their own kingdom. How many wars are still being fought today for the very same 

reason. Hebrews says: There remains, then, a Sabbath-rest for God’s people. And that REST, that 

PEACE comes only through and in Jesus Christ: Matthew 11:28: Come to me all you who are weary 

and burdened and I will give you rest. If you have no rest, then maybe it is a good time to ask 

yourself- WHY? I do it all the time! 

JESUS CHRIST IS THE GREAT HIGH PRIEST. I had originally prepared a whole sermon on this 

reality and the short version goes like this: 

All human beings are sinners and as such come under the holy and righteous wrath of God. Curses 

and death are the wages of sin. This is not what God wants and so He provided a way out- animal 

sacrifices. And God declared Aaron and his sons to be the only people who could offer these 

sacrifices. And they were called priests. Every religion on earth understand that there is a great gulf- 

a great difference between the gods and human beings. Gods are dangerous and so religious 

communities call upon certain men and women to act as intermediaries. Very few common people 

would dare to enter into a divine place without protection for fear of holy wrath. But in this day and 

age many of us in the West have lost the fear of holy places. We forget that God is dangerous: 

Hebrews 10:31: It is a dreadful thing to fall into the hands of the living God. But not if you know that 

Jesus Christ is your Great High Priest. 

JESUS CHRIST IS THE ULTIMATE SACRIFICE. When it is all said and done this is the Christian 

faith- we sinned but God has paid the price: 10:10: (By God’s will) we have been made holy through 

the sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 

 

SO DO NOT GIVE UP! OR ELSE!  And there is a terrible OR ELSE in the Christian message: 

12:14: Make every effort to live in peace with all people and to be holy; without holiness no one will 

see the Lord.  

10:26: If we keep on sinning after we have received the knowledge of the truth, no sacrifice for sins 

is left…How much more severely do you think a man deserves to be punished who has trampled the 

Son of God under foot.  

So how do we live holy lives? What do we do to keep the salvation that has been given to us? 

13:1: Keep on loving each other as brothers and sisters. Do not forget to entertain strangers. 

Remember those is prison. Honour the state of marriage. Keep your lives free from the love of 

money. Be content with what you have. Remember your leaders who spoke the word of God to you. 

Do not be led astray by all kinds of false teachings. Let us continually offer to God a sacrifice of 

praise. Do good to and share with others. Pray.  

And of course, repent and believe the Good News that Jesus Christ knows you, loves you, died for 

you, rose for you, dwells within you and one day will lead you through the valley of the shadow of 

death and take you to the place he has prepared for you.  Amen.  

  


