
SERMON – PASTOR GREG 

26/7/2020 

Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52. (Jesus) told them another parable. Grace and peace to you from God 

our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Have you ever wondered why Jesus often spoke of 

ultimate truths in parables? Why did he not just come and say what he meant? This was a 

question that the disciples asked him: (13:10) “Why do you speak to all the people in parables?” 

Google tells me that `a parable is a simple story used to illustrate a moral or spiritual lesson, as 

told by Jesus in the Gospels’. Parables are much more than that. Parables are stories that invite 

us into a relationship with the Creator of the universe. Being the word of God, parables are 

living active. They are sharper than any double edged sword, they are able to penetrate even 

dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow, they judge the thoughts and attitudes of the heart 

(Hebrews 4:12). Parables invite us into a journey with the unknowable God, they call us to faith, 

to trust even though we have not seen and parables give life. Remember the parable of the 

Good Samaritan. Who are we in this parables? The thieves and robbers? The beaten outsider? 

Or are we the one who cares even though it costs us much? What about the story of the 

Prodigal Son- are we the older angry son or the contrite younger son or the grace-filled father or 

even one of the other workers? Parables take us on a journey of discovery and ultimately- 

judgement.  

Today: “The Kingdom of Heaven is like a mustard seed, which a man took and planted in 

his field. Though it is the smallest of your seeds, yet when it grows, it is the largest of 

garden plants and becomes a tree, so that the birds of air come and perch in its 

branches.”  Well known but there is a secret here if we have the ears to hear what Jesus is 

really saying. The Kingdom of God on earth is in one sense the CHURCH. At different times in 

the history of the Church it has become enormously rich and powerful. Still today there is an 

independent state of the Vatican. It is the smallest independent state in the world and residence 

of the spiritual leadership of the Roman Catholic Church. Its territory is surrounded by 

the Italian capital city Rome, and priests and nuns of many nationalities make up almost all of 

the population. 49 Ha and about 900 people. But at one stage it was one of the most powerful 

forces in Europe. Still today people are impressed by huge Christian congregations- Hill song, 

Bethel, Saddleback and even here in Bundaberg some of us are jealous when we hear of how 

many people attend other local congregations. But physical size or huge congregations or 

earthly power is not what the parable of the mustard seed is proclaiming. Eugene Peterson 

wrote a paraphrase/devotional Bible called the MESSAGE. This is his version of this parable: 

“God’s kingdom is like a pine nut that a farmer plants. It is quite small as seeds go, but in the 

course of years it grows into a huge pine tree, and eagles build nests in it.” But this is not what 

Jesus said. I have been to Israel and I have seen the mustard tree- it is a small spindly bush 

usually about 1-2 m high and only small birds could nest in it. This reminds us that the 

CHURCH or rather the Kingdom of God is always going to look unimpressive if we are looking 

for power and success and overt influence. Rather as Luther writes: God’s kingdom comes 

when the heavenly Father gives us His Holy Spirit, so that by His grace we may believe His holy 

word and life a godly life, both here in time and hereafter, in eternity.  

He told them still another parable: “The Kingdom of Heaven is like yeast that a woman 

took and mixed into a large amount of flour until it had worked all through the dough.” 

And maybe there is another little pearl to found in this one as well. The Greek word describes 

the woman as hiding/concealing the yeast in the flour. Elsewhere I have heard that the Church 

is to be subversive- almost hidden and secretive in that it is as we love, serve, forgive, care in 

our daily lives- we are undermining Satan’s rule over those who are not in Christ. In doing so we 

are changing our world and changing eternity.  



The Kingdom of Heaven is like a treasure hidden in a field. When a man found it, he hid it 

again, and then in his joy went and sold all he had and bought the field. Matthew 19:23: To 

a rich young man who had worked hard to keep all the commandments Jesus said: If you want 

to be perfect (complete), go, sell your possessions and give to the poor and you will have 

treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me. And in Matthew 10:37f: Anyone who loves his father 

or mother or son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me. What are you prepared to give 

up to follow Jesus? What have you given up to follow the One who gave His life for you? But as 

we hear this call to put Jesus first, let us not forget the joy that comes from knowing God is for 

us and with us through His Son Jesus Christ. The joy of Christmas and Easter is ours each and 

every day.  

Again, the Kingdom of Heaven is like a net that was let down into the lake and caught all 

kinds of fish. When it was full, the fishermen pulled it up on the shore. Then he sat down 

and collected all the good fish in baskets, but threw the bad away. This is how it will be at 

the end of the age. The angels will come and separate the wicked from the righteous and 

throw them into the fiery furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.   

Heaven or hell! Life or death? For Jesus or against Jesus! The distinction is as wide as east is 

from the west. The gulf between the two cannot be crossed by any human being- except One- 

who crossed it by His Cross. I don’t know how many times in the last 24 years of my ministry 

that I have been told: “Pastor, we don’t hear enough preaching about hell!” The whole of 

Scripture bears witness to the reality of hell- of a life without Christ and sadly hell, like heaven, 

will last forever. I hope that hell is empty but it is not what I hear Jesus telling us again and 

again. The thought of hell is shocking and offensive to many, even in the Church. But what are 

the other options? 

All people are going to heaven because Jesus died for all people OR annihilation. Seventh Day 

Adventists and Jehovah Witnesses and some Christians believe this. I have heard some ADA 

preachers condemn other Christian denominations for preaching hell- I have heard them say 

that we are trying to scare people into heaven. But as I hear their preaching I hear them trying 

to do what they accuse us of- the Second Coming/a 1000-year reign of suffering and torture and 

fear.  

Heaven is real. Hell is real. Whatever hell is, it is life without Christ and I have experienced a 

little of that in my years before becoming a Christian. As hard as it has been in the last 30 years 

I have no desire to live without Him. It is not hell that motivates me but it is love and joy of 

knowing Jesus Christ now. Heaven is a bonus! The Lord has risen! He has risen indeed! Amen.  


