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Confirmation. Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Let 

us pray. Rebecca Krenske on the 27th April 2008 you were baptised-  you were born 

again- you were adopted-you were re-created- you were given a new heart and a new 

Spirit- the very Spirit of God. Instead of slavery to sin, instead of the fear of death, instead 

of bondage to Satan-  you were set free. You were given life- eternal life-now and forever. 

And Rachel- guess what! The very same thing happened to you. On the 22nd June that 

same year- 2008 you too were baptised.  

But of course neither of you remember that incredible and wonderful day- but your parents 

do because they were the ones who brought you here to be baptised. And they were the 

ones, along with you sponsors, who answered on your behalf when I asked them these 

questions: 

Do you reject the devil and all his ways? Do you believe in God- the Father and the Son 

and the Holy Spirit? And your parents and your godparents and members of this 

congregation said YES, WE DO.  

Today you both have the very public opportunity to answer these same questions for 

yourselves. And there will be two more questions. One of them will be: Do you intend to 

remain faithful to the teachings of the Lutheran Church as you have learnt it from Martin 

Luther’s Small Catechism?  

Why do we ask this question? You have learnt the Apostles Creed where we confess: I 

believe in the Holy Spirit and the holy Christian Church. In the Nicene Creed we confess: I 

believe in the one holy Christian and apostolic Church.  

The Bible teaches there is only one Church- the Body of Christ: 

Romans 10: If you confess with your mouth that `Jesus is Lord’ and believe in your heart 

that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.  

Eph 4: There is one body and one Spirit- just as you were called to one hope when you 

were called- one Lord, one faith, one baptism and one God and Father who is over all and 

through all and in all. 

The Lutheran Confessions say: It is also taught among us that one holy Christian church 

will be and remain forever. This is the assembly of all believers among whom the Gospel is 

preached in its purity and the holy sacraments (of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper) are 

administered according to the Gospel.  

So why will you be asked: Do you intend to remain faithful to the teachings of the Lutheran 

Church as you have learnt it from Martin Luther’s Small Catechism?  

Today is your Confirmation Day and it is also the anniversary of the Reformation. On this 

day in 1517 in Wittenberg, Saxony, Luther sent his Ninety-Five Theses on the Power and 

Efficacy of Indulgences to the Archbishop of Mainz. The theses debated and criticised the 

Church and the papacy, but concentrated upon the selling of indulgences and doctrinal 

policies about purgatory, particular judgment, and the authority of the pope. Martin Luther 

was a Roman Catholic priest and teacher who believed that his church had lost sight of the 

Gospel. And what is the Gospel? 
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WE ARE SAVED BY GRACE THROUGH FAITH IN JESUS CHRIST. The church calls this 

JUSTIFCATION- JUST AS IF I HAD NOT SINNED. As a result of Luther and many other 

Christian leaders the Church in Western Europe was changed and divided. As it is still 

today. But is it necessary? Is there still a place for the Lutheran Church today? Is it 

important for you to pledge allegiance to the teachings of the Lutheran Church? 

That is part of your faith journey- to discover and decide for yourselves whether or not it is 

important to belong to the Lutheran Church of Australia.  

But more than that, far more than that, your faith journey is for you to discover and decide 

wither or not you will continue to follow Jesus Christ. Your journey will include trials and 

temptations, fear and hope, love and anger, darkness and light, life and death. You will fall 

into temptation- you will sin-  you will hurt those who love you- and maybe you will fall 

away from God. 

But it is our hope and prayer that this will never happen to you. But if you do or if you 

wonder if God can ever forgive you, remember Luke 15- the story of the Prodigal Son.  

Your Father, your Saviour, your Comforter is always ready to say the words: YOUR SINS 

ARE FORGIVEN. COME INTO MY OPEN ARMS. NOW AND FOREVER. AMEN.  


