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Isaiah 55. Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. The people of 

God had been sent into Exile and their nation was no more because they had turned away from the 

Living God, the One who had created them (Gen 12) who had redeemed them (Gen 3; Is 43:1) and 

who had sanctified them (Lev 9). So now JUDGEMENT (always remember that one understanding 

of the word, `judgement’ is `to right a wrong’) and so:  

Isaiah 1:2: Hear, O heavens! Listen, o earth! For the LORD has spoken: “I reared up children and 

brought them up, but they have rebelled against me…Ah sinful nation, a people loaded with guilt, a 

brood of evildoers, children given to corruption! They have forsaken the LORD and turned their 

backs on Him.” Instead of worshipping the LORD their God and Him only (Ex 20) they had made 

idols of their own to worship, to trust in and to turn to in times of trouble but in fact all they received 

from their idol worship was indeed trouble: Is 44:6: All who make idols are nothing, and the things 

they treasure are worthless…a man buts down a tree and uses some of it to burn for cooking but he 

also makes a god and worships it, he makes an idol and bows down to it!”  

What does the modern western world trust in to make this world better or to give us meaning in our 

lives?  

Wealth. We live in a consumer society and we have been caught up in the treadmill that tells us that 

we must improve and increase otherwise we will fall back. It still amazes me that in the GFC our 

government gave us money to spend so the economy would not fall into recession. Spend and 

spend- that was the only way to go forward. Ecclesiastes 5:10: Whoever loves money never has 

enough; who loves wealth is never satisfied with his income…as goods increase so do those who 

consume them.  

Health. 24 hour gyms, homeopaths, doctors, nurses, hospitals, new age medicine, physiotherapists, 

chiropractors, dentists, health magazines and now Dr Google- how much time, effort and money do 

we spend on our physical selves? Matthew 6:25: Therefore, I tell you, do not worry about your life, 

what you will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life (WITH GOD) more 

important?  

Education. Ecclesiastes 12:12: Of making many books there is no end, and much study wearies 

the mind. 

Social Justice. In only we could end poverty. If only we could distribute the wealth among all 

people, how much better would are world be? Mark 14:7: The poor you will always have with you 

(Duet 15:11). 

Of course all things are not necessarily wrong in themselves UNLESS they come before the FIRST 

COMMANDMENT.  

The people of God in the OT, just like us here today, had made idols in their own image and wants 

and desires and in spite of the call of the prophets to REPENT and RETURN and to RECEIVE 

FORGIVENESS they ignored both the prophets and God Himself.  

And so they lost their king, their nation and their land and they were sent into Exile by God Himself: 

Isaiah 54:16: Behold, it is I who created the blacksmith (of Babylon) who fans the coals into flame 

and forges a weapon fit for its work. And it is I who have created the destroyer to work havoc.  

BUT as always this is not what God wants. He wants us all to repent and receive forgiveness and 

life from Him (Ezekiel 18) and so even in the midst of His terrible condemnation He PROMISES:  

 



Isaiah 52, 53: The Suffering servant: He was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for 

our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are 

healed. And of course this Suffering Servant is God Himself- the Eternal Son of God- Jesus the 

Christ.  

And so we come to Isaiah 55- our reading for this day- but not quite there yet!  

Firstly, Isaiah 55:1: Come all you who are thirsty, come to the waters; and you who have no 

money, come, buy and eat! Because it is FREE! God’s gracious gift of life through faith in Jesus 

Christ.  

And Jesus says: Matthew 5:6: Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they 

will be filled. 

Matt 11:28: Come to me all you who are weary and burdened and I will give you rest.  

John 4:13: Anyone who drinks the water I will give him will never thirst! 

Matthew 26:27: Drink from it all of you. This is my blood of the new covenant which is poured out for 

many for the forgiveness of sins.  

Isaiah 55:2: Listen, listen to me, and eat what is good, and your soul will delight in the richest 

of fare. Give ear and come to me; hear me so that your soul may live. Matthew 4:4: It is written: 

Man does not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of the LORD.  

Isaiah 55:10, 11: As the rain and the snow come down from heaven and do not return to it without 

watering the earth and making it bud and flourish, so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for 

the eater, so is my word that goes out from my mouth; it will not return to me empty, but will 

accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.  

These are words that many pastors take to heart. We have studied for five years, we have left family 

and friends behind and for many wives it has meant living a long way away from their family and 

friends and having little support when children come along. And we have written so many sermons 

and lead so many worship services and Bible studies and visiting and prayed. Lord, how we have 

prayed! And what is the result? But many of you also know of this grief, don’t you? So what do we 

do? We trust in these words from Isaiah and gain insight of the terrible and sad reality of the Parable 

of the Seed/ the Sower.  

Matthew 13. Much seed is sown but not all the seed grows and bears fruit. But the seed that does 

bear fruit produces a crop- thirty, sixty or even a hundred times what was sown (Mark 4:8). There 

will be a crop- there is a crop- millions of saints in heaven and millions of saints here on earth: 

Revelation 7:9: After this I saw a great multitude that no one could count…standing before the 

throne and in front of the Lamb.  

Isaiah 55:12: (We) will go out in joy and be led forth in peace; the mountains and hills will burst into 

song before (us) and all the trees of the field will clap their hands!  

The LORD is risen! He is risen indeed! Amen.   


